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Acts of the Apostles
Interactive Sermon Series Study Questions

Sermon Date: February 23, 2014
Paul’s Arrest and Testimony — Acts 21:27-22:30
Doug McBride

Read Acts 21:27-22:30

Introduction and Prelude:

As a recap of what we studied from last week, the Holy Spirit has forewarned Paul (Acts 20:22-23) and his
friends (Acts 21:4-14) about future sufferings to come as he continues to respond to God’s call to preach the
gospel. In Acts 21:12 Paul’s friends are trying to persuade him not to go to Jerusalem in response to what the
LORD tells them about his fate.

In light of the response of Paul’s friends and their struggle to to support his decision to continue to Jerusalem in
light of knowing he would endure much suffering, in this week’s sermon Doug drew a correlation about the
difference between “empathizing” and “sympathizing.” See the following definition of the these two distinctive
terms:

Sympathy and empathy are separate terms with some very important distinctions. Sympathy and
empathy are both acts of feeling, but with sympathy you feel for the person; you're sorry for them or
pity them, but you don’t specifically understand what they’re feeling. Empathy can best be described
as feeling with the person. Notice the distinction between for and with. Instead of feeling sorry for,
you’re sorry with and have clothed yourself in the mantle of someone else’s emotional reactions.

In this instance as Doug pointed out, the Holy Spirit gives Paul’s friends a heads-up about trials to come and
understandably they feel strong emotions. Out of sympathy they try to persuade him to not go, rather than
empathize by entering his world without changing him nor changing what God has planned. The connection is
that when we sympathize with someone’s pain we try to change it thereby making it about us, i.e. — reducing our
own pain, rather than empathize which, enables us to enter someone’s pain without trying to shut it down. Take
home lesson: don’t go further than the Spirit prompts us even when He is warning us that it’s about to go bad.
Has there been or is there a situation in your life where you are “sympathizing” rather than “empathizing” when
empathizing is all God has called on you to do?

1. What is starting to happen in Acts 21:27-31?

a. Based on what we have learned about Paul throughout Acts, why do you think the Jewish leaders react
so strongly to Paul’s presence in the Temple? (See Acts 9:20, 23; 29; 14:19; 17:5; 13; 18:12-13).

2. How threatening is this situation for Paul?



3. How does Paul defend himself to the Jews?
a. “This is who I was - zealous for the Law” (v. 3)
b. “I hated the Way as much as you did” (v. 4):
c. “Ipersecuted the Jesus followers” (v. 5):
d. “Jesus met me on the road to Damascus” (v. 6-10):

e. “My physical and spiritual sight was restored and made new” (v. 11-16):

4. What sets the mob off again after Paul delivers his testimony (v. 21-22)?

5. [Itis interesting that Paul doesn’t show his Roman citizenship card (Acts 22:25-29) until after he has
delivered his speech (Acts 22:1-22). He might have said he was a Roman citizen earlier (Acts 21:37-39)
in which case he would have been released prior to more violence. If you had to guess, why do you think
he didn’t inform the commander that he was a Roman citizen earlier?

Take home anchor points:
**Note — it was around this period of Acts that Paul wrote the book of Romans. Read Romans 5:1-2; 7:14-8:2.

Doug made the following observation in connection with this teaching:

“There is no way you and I can do what the Bible says completely. We will never pull it off. If you want to
have a frustrating day go out and do your best and try to live it perfectly, you’ll never have a worse day. I'm
not giving you license to not live well. The way Christianity works Jesus is the only perfect Son of God obeyed
His Father completely. He died for our sins, went to the Father and said ‘I would like to take that bucket of
obedience and pour it on to anyone who acknowledges Me as King.” So I look at Jesus and bow my knee and
give my life to Jesus, I don’t have to live under the weight of living in the perfection of obeying God every day
because I've already obeyed Him before I wake up. Now I have the freedom of simply saying ‘Jesus, thank
You for taking the pressure off me, now I feel light enough. Now I actually might pull it off.”



