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utterly burdened yet tireless




Il Corinthians 1:1-11
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The church that he originally built on his 2" missionary Journey
The people he lived with for 18 months on that 15t trip

The people he literally lead to a saving knowledge of Jesus

The church he has visited 2x already before writing Il Corinthians

The people he has already written multiple letters to trying to lead them & help
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Upon his release he took his scars to Colossae & stayed
with a friend named Philemon in his guest house

It is the middle of 56AD




For | made up my mind not to make another painful visit
to you. 121 For if | cause you pain, who is there to make me
glad but the one whom | have painede 31 And | wrote as |
did, so that when | came | might not suffer pain from

those who should have made me rejoice, for | felt sure of
all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all. (4 For |
wrote to you out of much aftliction & anguish of heart &
with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you
know the abundant love that | have for you.

Il Cor. 2:1-4
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For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies
had no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn— fighting
without & fear within.

Il Cor. 7:5




But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by
the coming of Titus, 71 and not only by his coming but also
oy the comfort with which he was comforted by you, as
ne told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal for
me, so that | rejoiced still more.

Il Cor. 7:6-7




and not only by his coming but also by the comfort with which he was
comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal for
me, so that | rejoiced still more. [8] For even if | made you grieve with my letter, |
do not regret it—though | did regret it, for | see that that letter grieved you,
though only for a while. (91 As it is, | rejoice, not because you were grieved, but
because you were grieved into repenting. For you felt a godly grief, so that you

suffered no loss through us. [13] Therefore we are comforted. And besides our
own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been
refreshed by you dall. (14] For whatever boasts | made to him about you, | was not
put fo shame. But just as everything we said to you was true, so also our
boasting before Titus has proved true. [15] And his affection for you is even
greater, as he remembers the obedience of you all, how you received him with
fear and trembling. 11¢] | rejoice, because | have perfect confidence in you.

Il Cor. 7:7-16




You will show me the way of life, granfing me the joy of
Your presence and the pleasures of living with You
forever.

Ps. 16:11




What posture should we
take when we strugglee

|.  Posture of transparency in struggle




What posture should we
take when we strugglee

|.  Posture of transparency in struggle

- Paul doesn’t just assume people know where he is at




What posture should we
take when we strugglee

|.  Posture of transparency in struggle

- Paul leans into this struggle with others




What posture should we
take when we strugglee

Il. Posture of Assumption about God




But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by
the coming of Titus,

Il Cor. 7:6




What posture should we
take when we strugglee

Ill. Posture of purpose in pain




Closing thoughts:

What have you been thru & are you ever aware to
watch for God to bring you across others in this same
pain?

What are you going thru now & are you making
yourself aware that God is

a) there,

b) faithful, and

c) will make life out of death, gold out of dirt?




