


Feeling settled in an 
unsettled situation

II Corinthians 2:13-3:6



Some key perspectives & 
approaches

I. Paul had an honesty about what he was going through



Some key perspectives & 
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I. Paul had an honesty about what he was going through

II. Paul had a deep sense of his worth to God



Messianic suffering = 
what is in large part true 
of Messiah is true of His 
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& look how it ended…
Not in defeat, not with an ending but 
rather in victory & a beginning
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Here is the next step to Paul’s 
explanation…
Just as Paul saw his life of struggle as a 
walking out the road to Calvary
So Paul sees his life of unsettledness & 
adversity as walking out the resurrection



Let’s tackle this morning 
by addressing 2 
questions:

I. What is the unrest & adversity Paul is facing? How is it 
affecting him & how does this connect with us?

II. How do you overcome unrest & adversity without 
closure?
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I. What is the unrest & adversity Paul is facing? How is it 
affecting him & how does this connect with us?

a) Unrest = Paul still doesn’t have finality

II Cor. 2:12-13

200 miles North he travels still further to Troas



I. What is the unrest & 
adversity Paul is facing? 
How is it affecting him & 
how does this connect 
with us?

a) Unrest = Paul still doesn’t 
have finality

II Cor. 2:12-13

Paul presses further up to 
Macedonia



Let’s tackle this morning 
by addressing 2 
questions:

I. What is the unrest & adversity Paul is facing? How is it 
affecting him & how does this connect with us?

a) Unrest = Paul still doesn’t have finality

b) Adversity = Paul has opposition both to his message and his 
calling

II Cor. 2:17, 3:1
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affecting him & how does this connect with us?
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II Cor. 2:12-16

II. How do you overcome unrest & adversity without closure?
a) Paul recognizes his place in the “royal procession” = Messianic Suffering

Messianic Suffering = What is in large part true of Messiah is true of His 
people



II Cor. 2:17, 3:1-3

II. How do you overcome unrest & adversity without closure?
a) Paul recognizes his place in the “royal procession” = Messianic Suffering

b) Paul anchors on what qualifies him



For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 

should walk in them. 

Ephesians 2:10



II Cor. 3:4-6

How do we face adversarial things that come at us, question us, putting 
us down unfairly, and assume the worst about us?

a) If it happened to Jesus, it will happen to you

Matt. 10:24

“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his 
master. [25] It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, 
and the servant like his master. If they have called the 
master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 
malign those of his household. 



Jesus went on to say 
BTW

Matt. 10: 29

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. [30] But 
even the hairs of your head are all numbered. [31] Fear not, 
therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. [32] So 
everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 



II Cor. 3:4-6

How do we face adversarial things that come at us, questioning us, 
putting us down unfairly, and assume the worst about us?

a) If it happened to Jesus, it will happen to you!

b) Only God qualifies us!


