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“Young adults who use social media sites are between 35 and 49 percent more
likely than non-users to believe it's acceptable to pick and choose religious
beliefs, likely because they are exposed to statuses, tweets and pictures that
promote the most interesting aspects of other faiths.”

“Social media inclines people to pick and choose among a number of different
things. Our likes and preferences are not guaranteed to be logically consistent
and there’s no expectation that they are.”
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l.The Mustard Seed
« So What? What's the mustard seed like?

[.So Why? Why the mustard seed Jesus?
* Proverbial use
» Frequently used to describe anything that is small in its beginning
« Used often by Rabbis in teaching
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What is Jesus’ point?
*How to recognize true value, how to see God & what He is up to...

This applies to Jesus as well!
1.Jesus didn’t look that impressive. (Isa.53)
2.Much of what Jesus did didn’t look all that impressive.

< The Kingdom of God begins with the birth, life, an crucifixion of Jesus.
Unimpressive to the untrained eye...
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I.The Parable of the Hidden Treasure & The Parable of the Pearl of Great
Value
* How is Jesus telling us to look for true value, for His movement & presence
among us?

. To respond with an impressively appropriate response.

. However, the emphasis is not on the finding, but on the overwhelming
response mad to the discovery.

. So then why don’t we react this way???

Matthew = “Why Jesus?”

II.The Parable of the Hidden Treasure & The Parable of the Pearl of Great
Value

*@od is at work even when human eyes may fail
to perceive what is happening.
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lll.New and Old Treasures
« What do the new and old represent here?

a. If Jesus’ disciples understood his teaching, they are prepared to teach
others the value of the Kingdom.

b. Jesus expects his disciples to build on both the biblical teachings that had
come before him (OT) and on his gospel of the Kingdom (NT)

c. We cannot teach others if we cannot see God ourselves.
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Final Thoughts:

1.The Kingdom of Heaven is present and will one day be completed with
God'’s full glory!

2.Spiritual treasure is often hidden in unexpected places. Train yourself!

3.Know you are the pinnacle of His creation and He includes you as
something of incredible value! (Eph 2:10)
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