
1 John

Purpose: People have left their 
community

Writing Style: Points to connected 
themes (love, sin, confess, abide, 
walk in light or darkness, etc.)



1 John 3:1-3

1 See what love the Father has given us, that 
we should be called children of God; and 
that is what we are. The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2 Beloved, we are God’s children now; what 
we will be has not yet been revealed. What 
we do know is this: when he is revealed, we 
will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 
3 And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure.



1 John 3:4-10

4 Everyone who commits sin is guilty of 
lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5 You know that he 
was revealed to take away sins, and in him there 
is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him sins; no one 
who sins has either seen him or known him. 7 Little 
children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who 
does what is right is righteous, just as he is 
righteous. 8 Everyone who commits sin is a child 
of the devil; for the devil has been sinning from 
the beginning. The Son of God was revealed for 
this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil.



1 John 3:4-10

9 Those who have been born of God do not sin, 
because God’s seed abides in them; they 
cannot sin, because they have been born of 
God. 10 The children of God and the children of 
the devil are revealed in this way: all who do not 
do what is right are not from God, nor are those 
who do not love their brothers and sisters.



A Way of Life

Sin…

As a continual habit, the regular mode 
in which we live



Context

People have left the community and 
there is confusion about the role of sin in 
the Christian life



1 John 3:11-18

11 For this is the message you have heard from 
the beginning, that we should love one 
another. 12 We must not be like Cain who was 
from the evil one and murdered his brother. 
And why did he murder him? Because his 
own deeds were evil and his brother’s 
righteous. 13 Do not be astonished, brothers 
and sisters, that the world hates you. 14 We 
know that we have passed from death to life 
because we love one another. Whoever 
does not love abides in death. 



1 John 3:11-18

15 All who hate a brother or sister are 
murderers, and you know that murderers do 
not have eternal life abiding in them. 

16 We know love by this, that he laid down his 
life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives 
for one another. 17 How does God’s love 
abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet 
refuses help?

18 Little children, let us love, not in word or 
speech, but in truth and action.



The Message

This is the message…

That we should love one another



What does it mean to love one 
another?

16 We know love by this, that he laid down 
his life for us—and we ought to lay down 
our lives for one another. 17 How does 
God’s love abide in anyone who has the 
world’s goods and sees a brother or sister 
in need and yet refuses help?

18 Little children, let us love, not in word or 
speech, but in truth and action.



Closing Prayer

May we know our Father’s love with 
every fiber of our being, 

And may we simply share that same 
love with one another

Go in peace.


